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Dear Mr. Ely:

I am writing in regard to proposed new regulations affecting state forest land.

Sections 21.26 and 21.27 would prohibit horses and bicycles on the 18 state forest designated
hiking trails and the national hiking trails unless posted as open to such use. In my opinion, this
proposed change favors one recreational use (hiking) to the disadvantage of other uses
(horseback riding and bicycling).

I do not believe this is prudent use of facilities paid for by all taxpayers.

My legislative district in Delaware County has many horse owners and riders. In fact, I live right
across the road from Ridley Creek State Park where horseback riding is a very popular activity.
The general policy proposed in these new regulations seems to me to say that this activity is not
welcome in state forests. I believe this is a mistake.

I appreciate your consideration of my comments.

Very truly yours,

MATTHEW J.
The Speaker
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